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Background

More than 50 percent of the net sown area is rainfed, broadly spread across arid,
semi-arid, and sub-humid regions of the country, and is highly dependent on
rainfall for both crop production and allied activities. Notwithstanding that the
country receives 4000 BCM of water per annum through rainfall, it has been
facing severe water crises over the recent years due to erratic or uneven
distribution of rainfall, exacerbated by the impact of climate change. The crisis is
also an outcome of unscientific practices of agriculture, non-judicious use of
groundwater, poor soil, and moisture conservation practices, etc. Drought causes
a deleterious impact on productivity and income. The frequent occurrence of
droughts disincentivizes the farmers from making necessary investments in asset
creation, technology, etc. As a result, a vicious cycle of poor management of
agriculture and loss of gross output & income is created in rainfed areas. 

Drought leads to widespread crop failure, reduced agricultural production; un-
replenished groundwater resources, shortage of drinking water, reduced fodder
availability, higher livestock mortality rates, and damage to wildlife as well as the
effect on large migration in the scratch of alternative livelihoods and increased
social conflict. Drought affects the overall economy of a country at the macro
(national) and micro (village and household) levels. Hence there is need for
comprehensive drought mitigation plans for vulnerable areas are crucial. 

Upon realizing the urgency to take appropriate measures to develop a framework
for drought mitigation National Rainfed Area Authority (NRAA) and National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) collaborated for taking forward the XVth
Finance Commission’s recommendations and irritating to develop district–level
drought mitigation plans, by utilizing the allocated amount of Rs. 100 crore each
for the twelve most drought-prone states over five years. These states are Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Odisha, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, and Uttar Pradesh. 

While both the Union and State Governments have set up different schemes to
mitigate the impact of drought. States need to develop long-term drought
mitigation plans to address the challenges posed by successive droughts. These
plans need to include area-specific farming systems, improved surfaces, and
ground water management, sustainable use of natural resources, alternative
livelihood opportunities, strengthening institutional arrangements, reliable and
location-specific forecasting systems for better preparedness, etc. Each drought-
affected district needs to develop a plan to bring about a convergence of these
interventions and monitor them on a long-term basis.



Sharing of XV Finance Commission recommendation 
Drought mitigation planning and strategy. 
Experience sharing for convergence with key schemes run by the union and
state governments to mitigate the successive droughts
A framework/guideline for a drought mitigation program 
Long-term drought planning and setting up a mechanism at the local level
intervention 

Major interventions need to take advantage of 3-4 major schemes run by union
and state governments relevant to drought management. This needs detailed
discussion on bridging the gap in the present drought management initiatives,
which may include real-time data sharing at the district and block levels, focusing
on both prevention and contingent measures, improving the forecasting and
advisory system, and setting up a mechanism for continuous monitoring of
drought, engaging priority states, concerned ministries/ department and scientific
institutions. 
In this context, the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and National
Rainfed Area Authority (NRAA), Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,
Government of India intends to carry out One-Day national consultation. This
consultation will include experts and key resources persons from various
ministries/departments, scientists and academics, NGOs, and others working in
drought-vulnerable areas, to bring some new perspectives to the set of
interventions for drought mitigation planning more effectively with an
appropriate mix of information, technology, institutions, and infrastructure. 

Objectives:

Expected Outcomes:

This consultation will be helpful in preparing a national drought mitigation plan/
guidelines to support state and district-level long–term mitigates the successive
drought in the country, finding out the appropriate measures for mitigation of
drought to be taken by the concerned ministries/department and others at the
Central and state/district level, preparation of a strategy for effective and
efficient drought management in the country. It will also help for different levels,
based on best practices, lessons learned, and experiences. 






